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October 20, 2016 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE    

It was great to see so many of you during our Meet the-Teacher night.  As I am sure you 
remember, there was a huge show of support for our current academic focus on Numeracy.  
Some of you have asked about the questions you can ask your child(ren) to support them 
when they get home.  When they get home from school and it is time to go over their work 
for the day, ask them:  “What three things did you learn today?” “Can you give me 
examples?” “What can I help you with?”  When children know they will be asked what 
they learned in school, and know that they will be required to give specific details and 
examples of this learning, we find that they do better in school. By working together — 
students, staff, parents — we will help our learners be their best! Our entire staff is looking 
forward to our continued work together.  

The first phase of our online consultation on the Eastern Secondary and Western Area 
student learning and pupil accommodation review closed on October 9th.  Thanks for your 
input—almost 2,000 people participated and shared close to 8,000 thoughts!  The next 
phase of the consultation begins October 24th. More details will be available on our school 
web site as they become available. 

There will be a Western Area Public Meeting on October 27, 2016 from 7:00—9:00 pm at 
Sir Robert Borden High School, located at 131 Greenbank Road.  Free parking is available 
at the rear of the building.  

Finally, we will be holding an interactive parent workshop on Thursday, November 3rd, 
from 6:30—8:30pm.   This parent workshop will allow you to gain a better understanding 
of how kids learn and give you ideas of how you can help your children when working 
with them.  Seating is limited.  Please call 613-829-8082 to register. 

H. Jamal 
Principal 

133 Greenbank Rd. Nepan, ON K2H 6L3 



Dates to Remember  

October 24 Pizza Program begins (weekly on Mondays) 

October 27 Western Area Review Public Meeting @ Sir Robert Borden High School 7-9pm 

October 28 School Photo Day  

October 31 Halloween—NO Costumes at school  Please – Orange and Black Colours ONLY 

November 3 How Kids Learn Parent Workshop @ Severn Avenue PS 6:30 – 8:30pm 

November 4 Awards Assembly @ 2:45pm Parents are welcome! 

November 6 Daylight Savings Time ends—don’t forget to turn your clocks back one hour! 

November 10 Progress Reports go home 

November 10 Parent Council Meeting  

November 11 Remembrance Day  

November 18 P.A Day  - NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 

December 26 –January 6  School closed for Holidays  

January 10, 2017 Western Area Review Public Meeting @ Woodroffe High School  7-9pm 

Cross Country! 

On October 13, students in Grades 4, 5, and 6 had the opportunity to participate in a Cross Country Running  

meet held at Sir Robert Borden High School. The team was lead by coaches Mrs. S. Smith and Madame  

Duncan who have a message to share with the team: “All of you did an awesome job and we are very proud of  

the representation you provided for the school. You all showed extreme responsibility in getting your team  

members to the starting gate and supporting your team. You all did a fabulous job!”  Congratulations!    

Pizza Days 

Pizza Days are back! Pizza days will take place on Mondays at first nutrition break, 
beginning on Monday, October 24th.  Cheese pizza slices will be $2.50 each and orders 
must be placed before Thursday of the previous week (no pizza will be sold on Pizza 
Day).  If you prefer, you can pre-pay for the entire month. It would be helpful if you 
could send the exact amount of money required. Money raised from this fundraiser will go 
towards helping subsidize the Grade 6 end of year field trip and/or technology initiatives.   

Terry Fox Run Update  

The Terry Fox run was held on Thursday October 6. Severn students raised $357.66 for the Terry Fox 
Foundation.  Thank You for your support with this important initiative. Way to go!  

Lates and Absences  

Please remember to call our 24 hour attendance line at 613-829-0486 if your child will be late or absent.  
Thank you! 



Halloween 

On October 31, for those who wish to celebrate Halloween, you are invited to wear orange and black colours. 
No costumes please. As the cost of costumes can be prohibitive, Severn is a costume-free school.  

Dressing for the Weather 

With the cooler weather now here, please ensure your children arrive at school prepared for outdoor play with 
a warm jacket, mittens, hat, and boots as necessary.  

************************************************************************************************* 

REKSAP Centres for Early Learning 

- Licensed non-profit childcare program for preschool, kindergarten, school age 

- Registered Early Childhood Educators 

- Operates Monday to Friday, twelve months of the year -7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

- Location:  Severn Avenue Public School, 2553 Severn Avenue 

- Full-day child care during March Break, P.D. days and summer 

- Subsidies available- Please call 613-828-3039 for more information 

Orllie Gogolin Director   www.reksap.org 

************************************************************************************************* 

Learning Through Play at Severn Avenue Public School 

We’d like to invite you to our Parenting and Family Literacy Centre. 

At Severn School, Monday to Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., there is a drop-in centre for parents, 
grandparents, caregivers and their children from birth through kindergarten age. 

You and your children will learn together with toys, books, art activities, music, puzzles and games. It’s a great 
opportunity to spend time with your children while they learn how to play with others and get ready for math 
and reading.  The program is free and there is a snack served every day.  You’ll meet other families and have a 
chance to talk to the  facilitator about your child’s development. 

 We look forward to seeing you soon! 



Costumes—When choosing a costume, safety should be the main concern 

 Wear a light-coloured or bright costume, reflective tape or arm bands to heighten visibility.

 Wear a costume that is properly fitted to reduce the chance of tripping on it.

 Select a costume that is constructed from flame-retardant materials.

 Make sure your vision is not restricted. Consider completing your costume with make-up rather than masks. Masks
may require that the eye-holes be cut larger for the sake of good peripheral vision. 

 Shoes should fit properly even if they do not go well with a costume.

 If a child's costume requires the use of props, such as a flexible-plastic sword, make sure the sharp tip is cut or filed
round. 

 Glow sticks are also an excellent method to increase a child's visibility. You might want to consider creating a fun
necklace with string to ensure they will want to wear as part of their costumes. Accessorize with a flashlight! 

Before the kids hit the streets... 

It is important that parents be aware of the route that their children plan to follow. If you are unable to take them out 
yourself, consider asking another parent, an older sibling or babysitter to do the honours for you. Ensuring your child is 
wearing a watch also allows you to establish an agreed upon curfew. 

Teach your children to recognize the places along his/her route where they can obtain help: Police Station, Fire Station or 
any other well indicated public place. 

Although tampering of loot is rare, remind children that they must have their candy inspected by their parents or guard-
ian prior to eating them. See also Road Safety for child pedestrians and cyclists. 

More Safety Tips for Trick or Treaters 

 Bring a flashlight; Walk instead of running;

 Stay on the sidewalks (If there is no sidewalk, walk on the left-hand side of the street facing traffic);

 Avoid jaywalking; Do not cut across lawns or take short-cuts;

 Take masks off when walking from one house to the next;

 Do not go inside houses and do not get into vehicles;

 Only visit houses that are lit;

 Stay away from animals you are not familiar with; and Vandalism is not just a 'trick' - it is against the law and has
consequences.  

Halloween Safety Tips from the Ottawa Police Service 

October 31 is quickly approaching. See below for a few important Halloween safety guide-
lines that should be observed to ensure the night runs safely and smoothly. For further 
infor-mation please visit: https://www.ottawapolice.ca/en/safety-and-crime-prevention/
halloween-safety.asp



 

Thank You to all who  read our September newsletter and entered the draw for a $20 Chapters 
Gift Card.  The winner of the September draw is:  Melynda Cote—Congratulations!  

 

 

 

 

Please answer the skill testing questions below for your chance to win a $20 Chapters Gift Card: 

 

1. What date is the P.A day in November? ___________________________ Please note, children do 
not attend school on this day. 

2. Get your smiles ready!  Severn’s School Photo Day is on what date? ________________________ 

3. Students participated in what event on October 13?: _____________________________________ 

4. The Western Area Review Public Meeting on October 27, 7- 9pm will be held at what location?: 

_________________________________________________________ 

5. What is the name of the workshop being held at Severn on Thursday November 3, 6:30 – 8:30pm? 

_________________________________________________________  

6.   What is the Phone Number for Severn’s 24 hour attendance line?______________________ 

* Please remember to call the school to report your child’s late or absence.*  

 

 

Your Child’s Name: __________________________________________________ 

Your Name:_________________________________________________________ 

 

Please return this page to the school for your chance to win ~ Good Luck!  

 

 

 


